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CHRISTMAS FEST 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2019,  

FROM 12 TO 4 PM 

We cordially invite everyone to our annual  
Christmas Fest at the German-Canadian Care 
Home on November 16, 2019.  

At the Christmas Fest you will be able to buy 
Christmas and gift items, honey products, pottery, tablecloths, aboriginal jewelry, stars and hand lo-
tion, beauty balms and ointments, children’s books, essential oils and ornaments. There will also be 
coffee & cake and food & beverage stands with mulled wine, as well as a raffle and auction taking place.  

Auction at 2:15 pm 

Items at this year’s auction include: Vancouver Canucks vs. New York Rangers (Saturday, January 4, 
2020) tickets, a Fraser RV Rental Gift Certificate, tickets for the Capilano Suspension Bridge Park, a 
Spa Utopia Gift Card, Campari Gift Baskets, tickets to Bard on the Beach, Hop-on-Hop-off tickets from 
West Coast Sightseeing, tickets for the Vancouver Chamber Choir and the Vancouver Bach Choir and 
more. 

Raffle prize draw at 3:30 pm 

In addition, you can win great prizes in our raffle drawing:  

• 1-night stay at the Granville Island Hotel  

• 1 box of Frozen Turkey and Steak from Sodexo 

• The Boathouse Restaurant gift card  

and much more. 

We have enclosed raffle tickets should you wish to participate in this 
year’s raffle. Simply fill in your name and phone number and return 
the tickets with payment in the enclosed envelope. The cost is: 

$5 for 3 raffle tickets 

All prizes will be awarded on the day of the Christmas Fest. Winners 
who are not present will be notified the week after the event. We thank 
you in advance for your support and wish you good luck.  
Additional tickets are available at: Tel.: 604-713-6500 or 
email: society@gcch.ca. 
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German-Canadian Benevolent Society of BC 

HAUSPOST 



BOUQUETS 

Thank you to all the nurses and staff that took fabulous care of mom for the many years she lived at German-

Canadian Care Home. I know that when she first moved there she loved the fact that she was waited on hand and 

foot. I was very sad to see her move out after so many years. Again, thank you for all the years of great care. I will 

miss you all. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS 
DANK AN UNSERE SPENDER 

Oak leafs are placed on our donor wall in recog-

nition of donations of $500 and more. We thank 

the following donors for their generosity: 

• Dr. Hans Worster 

• Else Maurer 
• Fritz Ziegler Fund 
• The 1988 Foundation 
• Joyce & Adi Schueck 
• Heinz & Margery D. Wilke 

Every year the Christmas cookies sale is 

one of the Christmas Fest’s highlights. 

Last year’s sale of the donated Christmas 

cookies was a great success and we again 

would like to have a giant Christmas 

cookie sale featuring your favourite 

Christmas cookies. We are asking families, 

staff, friends & society members to help us 

by baking 1 dozen of your favourite 

Christmas cookies and donating them to 

our Bake sale. We would need the cookies 

by Thursday, November 14th so we can 

package and price them for the Bazaar. 

Please call the Main Office at 604-713-6500 for more info. We hope for a lively participation.  

Thank you! 

PASTRIES AND CHRISTMAS COOKIES DONATIONS 

The 54th Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on 17 June 2019. A great number of members 

were in attendance and enjoyed sausages and Sauerkraut before the official start to the meeting. Karl 

Schindler and the Edelweiss Musikanten entertained the crowd with their fantastic Blasmusik.   

This annual general meeting concluded the 9-year term, three consecutive 3-year terms of President 

Oliver Grüter Andrew. His long time service and commitment was recognized with a gift.  

The membership elected by acclamation Heike Roth and Carola von Hahn to another term. Following 

the annual meeting, the board selected the new executive as follows: President: Petra Kuret, Vice-

President: Heike Roth, Treasurer: Mark Sulzberger and executive member: Richard Wittstock.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 



OUTREACH EVENTS 

Liebe Mitglieder und Freunde, wir freuen uns, Ihnen unser Herbst-/ Winterprogramm vorzustellen.  

9. November  Film „Katharina die Große“, Teil 2 

 Zweiter Teil des Films „Katharina die Große“. Vor dem Film wird eine kurze 

 Zusammenfassung des 1. Teiles gegeben. 

16. November  Weihnachtsmarkt 

 Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Besuch auf unserem Weihnachtsmarkt!   

7. Dezember    „Adventsfeier“  

 Wir feiern gemeinsam die Vorweihnachtszeit mit alt vertrauten  

 Bildern wie in einem Bilderbuch, Weihnachtsliedern, Gedichten und Geschichten. 

11. Januar  Film „Man braucht kein Geld“  

 Komödie mit Heinz Rühmann und Hans Moser aus dem Jahr 1932. Die Bank  ist 

 pleite, die letzte Hoffnung ein unerwarteter Geldspender. Ein Bankangestellter hilft 

 einem Kunden, indem er vorgibt, ein verarmter Onkel aus Amerika sei Millionär. 

25. Januar      Vortrag von Dr. Gassner, UBC:  „Martin Luthers Einleitung zur  

 Moderne“ 

 Luthers Thesen führten zu weitreichenden theologischen aber auch sozialgeschicht-

 lichen Änderungen. 1520 schreibt Luther die herausragende Schrift „Von der Frei-

 heit eines Christenmenschen“. In diesem Text erklärt Luther nicht nur den Glauben 

 zum einzigen Mittel, um als Mensch selig zu werden, sondern er entwickelt auch 

 eine Ethik, die bis heute das Leistungsprinzip des modernen Kapitalismus rechtfer-

 tigt. (Gassner) 

15. Februar         Faschingsfeier  

 Viel Spaß mit Faschingsliedern zum mitsingen und mitschunkeln.   

Die Veranstaltungen finden bei Kaffee und Kuchen jeweils am Samstag um 14:00 Uhr im Deutsch-

Kanadischen Pflegeheim statt.  
 

Bitte beachten Sie, dass sich das 

Programm ändern kann.  

Mit Fragen wenden Sie sich an  

Waltraud Custer: 

Tel: 604-713-6562,  

E-Mail: outreachprogram@gcch.ca.  

Zusätzliche Informationen erhalten 

Sie auf unserer Webseite: 

www.gcch.ca.  

Herzlichen Dank unseren unermüd-

lichen ehrenamtlichen Helfern; nur 

durch ihr Mitwirken sind diese 

Veranstaltungen möglich! Bitte be-

nutzen Sie den Eingang zum Atrium 

vom Parkplatz aus (ausgeschildert). 



TAKING OUR CARE HOME FORWARD INTO 
THE FUTURE 

At the annual meeting, President Oliver Grüter-Andrew presented an 

update on the redevelopment project. The care home building design 

has gone through some modifications to address City requirements and 

cost pressures. We have now achieved a design that is both efficient 

and innovative allowing for the delivery of the pioneering household 

model of care. However, there is a funding gap of about $11.5 million. 

The funding gap is mainly the result of construction cost escalations 

over the last five years and demands from the City not known when the 

original design was created. The Board is prepared to reduce or elimi-

nate this gap through fundraising, development of the North-West par-

cel (location of the current West side building) and other means that 

are appropriate.   

Most of the learning about this project was done on a volunteer basis, 

including visits to innovative care homes in Europe. Oliver took the 

opportunity to thank his fellow board members and redevelopment 

committee for their unwavering commitment to this project. For al-

most a decade, a strong vision has guided the volunteer board and care 

home leadership. Several donors have stepped forward with significant 

contributions to the building fund. More work needs to be done to 

achieve our goal. The Society has been providing high quality, seniors’ 

care for the last 50 years and has a keen interest in continuing this 

leadership role in seniors’ care sector and leaving an important legacy 

of the German-Canadian Benevolent Society. 

Jutta Purchase, CEO 

WELCOME TO THE  
SOCIETY 

• Richard Wittstock 
• Rose-Marie Thurner 
• Hannelore Allwood 

 

SOCIETY OFFICE 

The Society office is staffed  
by Susanne Freitag every Thursday 
and Friday from 9 am to 5 pm.  
Susanne speaks German & English. 
You may phone her at 604-713-6562 
or e-mail: society@gcch.ca 

 
GERMAN-CANADIAN  

BENEVOLENT SOCIETY  

OF BC 

2010 Harrison Drive 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V5P 2P6 
E-mail: society@gcch.ca 
Website: www.gcch.ca 

 

OUR MISSION: 

“Providing quality care and support 
for the aging” 

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Petra Kuret President 
Heike Roth Vice President 
Mark Sulzberger Treasurer 
Alex Sayn-Wittgenstein Director 
Ulf von Dehn Director 
Carola von Hahn Director 
Richard Wittstock Director 
Jutta Purchase CEO 

Family Day 

2019 Family Day at the 

care home was held on 

Saturday, 24 August. The 

weather was perfect for 

this outdoor event and 

barbecue. The bouncy 

castle was again a 

favorite with the many 

visiting children. Many 

residents, families, 

friends and staff along 

with children and 

grandchildren enjoyed 

this Sommerfest with 

sun, fun, food and music. 


