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A warm and welcoming invitation to our Online Christmas Fest

We regret to let you know that due to the existing health guidelines we are not able to hold an in-person Christmas Fest 

at the German-Canadian Care Home. Staff teams have worked hard to engage with our sponsors and solicited many, 

attractive items for the online auction. 

The auction will go live on Friday, 4 November 2022. Please visit our website www.gcch.ca  for more information on  

"How to participate”. Thank you to our sponsors who support the care home year after year. We appreciate their interest and 

generosity.

There will be German food, potato salad, sausage or meatloaf and sauerkraut and German Christmas baking, which can 

be pre-ordered online and picked up on the day of the event on Saturday, 19 November 2022 from 11 to 15 hours 

at the care home.



Dear Members & Friends

Annual General Meeting

I trust that you had an enjoyable summer which seemed to linger on until recently with lots of sunshine and unusually warm 

days. In late August, for the first time in 3 years, we held our Family Day at the care home with good food and good company. 

Many families and staff attended and enjoyed being outside. Michael the Magician entertained the guests and was particularly 

popular with the children.

Over the past few months, life in the care home has stabilized and we were able to work on several improvement projects. 

In early October, we received 22 new, state-of-the-art German-made beds which have several unique features that promote 

resident safety and resident independence. 

The work with our staff towards a humanized model of care is continuing primarily by promoting and supporting initiatives 

and practices in support of this goal. To give one example, we recognize employees who go above and beyond their job 

responsibilities to help a resident. Staff who take action in situations that really is “nobody’s job” and do it because they see a 

way to bring immense joy into a resident’s life. These positive actions are inspiring and a great reminder to us why we do the 

work we are doing. 

I am also very happy to report that we have not had any active Covid cases in the care home since February 2022. 

In early December, we will participate again in an accreditation survey with Accreditation Canada. Two experienced health care 

professionals, Mr. David Wormald, President, St. Joseph’s Health Centre Guelph and Ms. Jenny Robinson, Chief Operating 

Officer, The Brenda Stafford Foundation of Calgary, Alberta will be visiting the care home for three days and will review 

processes, procedures and meet with staff, residents, families and community partners. There is immense value to the 

accreditation process and we look forward to a successful survey.

The 57th Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on June 20, 2022 at the German-Canadian Care Home. 

23 members joined the meeting in person and 2 members participated virtually. Dr. Robert Shaw, President introduced fellow 

board members, and Jessi Lally, auditor, MNP who presented the audited financial statements for the fiscal year ending 

31 March 2022. Despite many challenges including excessive overtime caused by labour shortages the Society ended the year 

with a small surplus. 

Jutta Purchase, CEO presented her report for the administration of the care home highlighting the accomplishments and 

challenges of the past year. The installation of air conditioning in the West side building and other measures to mitigate the 

impact of excessive heat were among the most important improvements. Jutta thanked the board, leadership team and staff 

for their tireless support and commitment throughout the past year.

Alex Sayn-Wittgenstein, chair of the Nominating Committee reported that the terms of two board members, Carola von Hahn 

and Richard Wittstock are expiring and both are seeking a re-appointment by acclamation. 



David Thomsett, former board member and Board President, died in July 2022. David joined the board in November 2005, 

shortly after his retirement from a successful career as senior planner for the City of Vancouver. He was recruited to join the 

Board by Dr. George Hahn who in turn had joined the Board at the invitation of long-time Board President Henry von Hahn, 

David's father-in-law.

In addition to providing leadership to the board, David was very active on the board’s building committee and oversaw several 

large renovation projects in the care home. These included the expansion of the East side dining room, the renovation of nine 

rooms in the dementia unit and the installation of a new elevator. Thanks to his dedication and subject matter expertise, these 

projects were completed successfully benefitting greatly residents and staff.

David was also instrumental in the handover of the Society’s independent housing complex, Concordia Court to another

non-profit housing society, thus paving the way for the board to focus on the redevelopment of the care home.

Staff and residents remember David as an active and involved Board President who attended many social functions at 

the care home. We recognize and appreciate David for his many contributions to the Society.

Board Member 2005 – 2013 | Board Chair 2006 - 2013

In Memoriam – David Thomsett

Update on Redevelopment

On 7 July 2022, the City council unanimously approved the rezoning application for the new German-Canadian Care Home. 

This is a milestone in our redevelopment journey. You may recall that GCCH had come to an agreement with VCH about the 

project funding back in 2016; we have resumed negotiations with VCH as construction cost have increased significantly since 

then. 

No decision has been reached yet but we remain optimistic for a positive outcome. We will keep you updated on any progress 

and any activities as they relate to the reduction of beds, a process that is managed by Vancouver Coastal Health.

Bouquet

My great happiness knowing that my mother is happy and well cared 

for at GCCH.  I was in Vancouver recently and visited Mom several 

times finding her happy and living without the troubling delusions that 

led her to wander the streets most of last summer in search of her 

parents' home. She still has moments of wanting to escape but the 

staff and her new friends Ruth, Reema, Katherine and Brian quickly 

redirect her attentions. 
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Liebe Mitglieder und Freunde,

Wir freuen uns mit Ihnen, dass unser Outreach Programm wieder regelmäßig stattfinden kann und hoffen sehr, dass dies so 

bleibt. Nach der Sommerpause fanden im September und Oktober Veranstaltungen statt, die sehr gut besucht waren und 

großen Anklang fanden.

Vielen Dank an unsere unermüdlichen Volontäre, mit deren Hilfe diese Nachmittage möglich sind! Danke an Uschi Grainer, 

die uns mit selbstgebackenen Kuchen zum Kaffee verwöhnt.

Am 12.  November steht seit langer Zeit wieder ein deutscher Filmklassiker auf dem Programm. „Des Teufels General“ 

nach einem Bühnenstück vorn Karl Zuckmayer mit Kurt Juergens, Inge Meisel und Marianne Koch in den Hauptrollen.

Am 10. Dezember findet unsere Adventsfeier statt. Weihnachtsgebäck, Advents - und Weihnachtslieder werden uns in 

vorweihnachtliche Stimmung versetzen. 

Wie immer servieren wir um 14:00 Uhr Kaffee und Kuchen, das Programm folgt um 14:30 Uhr.                                                                  

Wenn Sie zum Outreach Programm kommen:

Gehen Sie bitte nicht durch das Altersheim.

Benutzen Sie bitte den Seiteneingang zur großen Halle (Atrium).

Folgen Sie der Beschilderung, rechts durch den unteren Parkplatz.

Mit Fragen wenden Sie sich an unsere Waltraud Kuster, unseren Outreach Koordinator.


